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Today, the Commission approves testimony to be presented on November 13, 2007
before the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation concerning the Federal
Trade Commission’s Tar and Nicotine Rating System.  I concur in the decision to present
testimony providing an overview of the FTC’s responsibilities and activities in the area of
tobacco advertising and a discussion of cigarette testing and the promotion of cigarettes based on
machine-measured tar and nicotine yields.  I also concur in the Commission’s recommendation
that Congress consider giving authority over cigarette testing to one of the federal government’s
science-based public health agencies.

However, I would also recommend that steps be taken to prohibit the use of any claims
based on the Cambridge Filter Method – also known as “FTC Method” – for testing tar and
nicotine.  See the attached May 10, 2007 letter to the Hon. Frank Lautenberg.  The tobacco
industry has known for decades that the FTC method does not accurately measure the amount of
tar and nicotine a person consumes from a cigarette.  Prohibiting the use of claims based on the
FTC method would remove the FTC’s apparent imprimatur from cigarette labels and ads.   
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